
which prohibited blocking of 
lawful internet content and 
applications, throttling or 
degrading lawful internet 

traffic, and paid prioritization 
of certain traffic  

OVERALL INDUSTRY IMPACT

Emerging fintech 
companies may be 
out matched against more 
established businesses who 
can easily pay for higher 
internet speeds. This may 
stagnate the fintech 
market, further slowing 
innovation.

Peer to Peer payment 
platforms could also fall 

victim; competing 
payment applications

 could be forced to 
purchase premium 
service or risk losing 

significant portions of 
their user base.

Financial firms, who rely 
on up to date market 
information will be forced to 
purchase premium tier 
internet service, surrendering 
all power to the pricing 
models of the internet service 
providers.

Smaller online retailers 
may not be able to afford 
premium internet speeds, 
and thus their customers 
will be relegated to the 

“slow lane.”

FINTECH P2P 
PLATFORM

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

RETAIL

The Strawhecker Group (TSG) is a fast-growing analytics 
and consulting firm focused on the electronic payments 
industry. The company serves the entire payments 
ecosystem, from fintech startups to Fortune 500 
companies. The firm provides its clients with advisory 
services, research and analytics to help them plan and 
execute their strategic initiatives. Based in Omaha, a 
recognized payments industry hub, TSG is an established 
leader in this high-growth, ever-evolving space.
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PAYMENTS IMPACT
Because digital payments services depend on low-costs, having to pay more for a 
better connection is going to make it especially difficult for startups that are trying 

to grow in the digital payments arena. Low costs allow for speedy and reliable 
internet connections, so higher costs are problematic for digital payments startups 
when their aim is to compete with more established payments players by offering 

cheaper services. 

Dwolla, a platform that 
connects businesses to the 

banking system, warned US 
regulators that allowing this 
sort of discrimination from 

internet service providers will 
hurt attempts to improve 

financial services. 

Representatives from Bank 
of America, Visa, UPS and 
Ford have all met with the 
FCC and commented that 
they want the agency to 

regulate the internet so that 
all ISPs will be forced to treat 

all digital content equally. 

COMPANIES ARE SPEAKING OUT

THEIR WAY OR THE HIGHWAY

NAVIGATING

net NEuTrality

FREE VS. CONTROLLED

equal fast slow

Stripe recently said it’s 
difficult to understand 

the rationale for a policy 
that will harm consumers, 
civil society, and the most 

dynamic parts of our 
economy. 

the revoking of the previously mentioned net neutrality rules have fueled the ongoing state 
lawsuits. the colored states below represent those currently suing the fcc. 

net neutrality is the idea 
that internet service 
providers should be 

equal

in the access that they 
give consumers dealing 
with all legal content 

and applications

without favoring some 
sources or blocking 

others

in december 2017, the federal 
communications commission 
(fcc) voted to reverse its 
2015 order, revoking net 

neutrality rules 


